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THE ENDOWMENT FUND NEEDS YOU!
With a challengéTo reach through the Ages”, the

St. Matthew’s Endowment Fund was established if

2005. The Endowment Fund Committee’s goal is
grow the fund to the point where its annual earned

income can be used to support key church progrdf

thefuture. By combining gifts of various types into
single, conservatively managed fund, the fund’s

earnings can then help to insure the continuatfon @

key church programs wdbleyond our lifetimes

The fund has grown steadily since its inceptiomkisg

to the generosity and long term thinking of many o
our members and friends. There is still, however,
much work to be done if annual earnings are to

become significant enough to meet our goals. Pled
consider this message from your Endowment Corrrg

tee to begin or continue to support the fund in ahy
the following ways:

with memorial gifts at the time of a family death

with a designated bequest in your will

by naming the Endowment Fund as a benefician
a Life Insurance policy

with more sophisticated methods such as Life
Estates and Charitable Trusts

To support the Endowment Fund and learn more g
it, please read the brochure available in the dhorc

speak with Pastor Sam or any member of the End
ment Committee. Together, let us help the Fundn
its goal of “Reaching through the Ages”.

Dr. Jim Markworth
Bill Rose

Bill Paris, Chairman
John Stemke

()

Social Ministry News

St. Matthew’s will be hosting homeless
families October 18th to the 25th. With

=1 many opportunities to make this minis-

try successful, we ask that you consider

r SOCIAL NINISTRY what you can do to help. Sign up sheets
a. . )
will be available in the Commons.

=

Our Red Cross blood drive will be held in the
McSwain Center on November 1st, from 8 AM to 2
PM. Our goal is 25 units, which we hope to exceed.
£Sign up sheets will be available with slots for die
canteen workers, and donors of baked goods.

We always welcome new members for our Social
inistry team. The team meets on the first Monday
géh month at 1:30 PM in the church library. Foer i
formation, call Kay Rose at 256-3917.

L

God Bless,
Kay Rose

The October meeting fd?eace
Circle will be at the home of Loretta
Brehm.

News

ik
The Navajo Lutheran Mission in Arizona has received
PY650 Campbells labels and 100 Education box tops.
"Be Women of St. Matthew’s Church thank you for
your support.

Bob Stansbury



Grectings from Pastsr Sam. .,

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

Now that a majority of voting members at the 200
ELCA Churchwide Assembly has voted to depart frof0Q
years of Christian teaching and practice, manysdfiave
agonized and prayed over how to respond.

Several things should be said up front. At issugoit
whether gay or lesbian persons are welcome in lourrcbes,
loved and cherished by God, or are able to serl@atershif
Nor is the issue whether | will love and servetladit come to
St. Matthew’s regardless of their sexual orientatidor is the
issue whether gays and lesbians are somehow wiorsers
than anyone else. Nor is the issue whether gay$eabtns
are to be accorded less protection under the ldwsrdand.

As Lutheran theology teaches, God uses two handOf

deal with people in this world — God'’s left handrk®
through the structures of the government and Gagld
hand works through the Church. With the left harudi @ses
human laws and authorities to give equal proteatioter the
law and to punish evildoers. With the right handiGses
Law and Gospel in the Church to condemn sin aridrtpve
sinners.

Having said all of that, the primary issue that has
often been side-tracked and disregarded is theatyttof
God'’s written Word, the Bible. Those that arguedegse th
Church’s teaching and practice essentially hawe thait the
clear Word of God spoken about God’s good and guaci
will for men and women no longer applies! Using ithter-
pretative tool of liberation theology, revisioni$igve argued
that it is a matter of justice to allow congregatithat so
desireto call gays and lesbians in committed relationsiip
serve as pastors in our denomination. Any scrippassage
that speaks judgment against same-sex sexual loehthay
say, does not apply to those living as covenanéethers.
Some even argue that God’s will is simply faithids to a
partner.

Some have said that this is just a matter of hgnest

since some bishops have for years turned a blind@those
that were ignoring the stated policy of our chutwdt celi-
bacy is expected of any unmarried pastor. Agawvag not
even that some pastors occasionally sinned by git
remain celibate outside of marriage and neededpent and
amend their lives. Rather, the revisionist arguntieat pre-
vailed in the voting was that God’s good and grasiwill for
pastors could include same-sex sexual behaviootiatrred
between a pastor and a partner living in a comuthittation-
ship. Neither Scripture nor the Lutheran Confesssupport
such an argument.

In many ways, this momentous decision was set
motion in 1988 when the ELCA was formed. Many of ou

finest pastors and theologians at the time warhatthe very
organizational structure of the ELCA would favoosk that
9would want the ELCA to become just another libgraltes-

tant denomination that ignored both Scripture dved t
Lutheran Confessions. So...now the question is how to
respond!

Lutheran CORE, a reform movement within the
ELCA, offers a way for traditional churches andtpesto
band together in a common witness against tea@ndgrac-
‘tice that departs from 2,000 years of Christiaditian. |
| invite you to read further atww.lutherancore.orgr watch
" our bulletin boards for press releases. We willwtarcon-
tinue a conversation about how best to relateg¢d=hCA.

Needing the encouragement and support of fellow

tgqg]itional Lutheran pastors, | have affiliatedwihe Society

e Holy Trinity (seevww.societyholytrinity.ord in order
to remain prayerful and positive in the face of beathing
and practice. The society was begun in Septeml&#f b
key Lutheran leaders including the late North daeoBishop
Michael C.D. McDaniel. Members of the smaller Caraé
chapter of the society meet for brief prayer andgtetreats
about once every three months and then attencethergl
retreat of the whole society each fall in suburBduicago.

| want to remind all of you that this is not somieck
| of red state-blue state political issue or everaéten of just

" catching up with what's going on in the wider cudtaround
us. The issue is the authority of Scripture andtwloamative
teaching and practice for human relationships sesly
outlined in both Scripture and the Lutheran Corifess As
one who has served all but one year of my almos&e2®s as
a pastor in either the LCA or the ELCA, | take easly the
vows made at ordination to teach and preach inrdaoce
with a Lutheran understanding of the Holy Bible.

I urge those of you that are distressed by the EECA
action to remain engaged in our congregation’sdifd to
remember Martin Luther’s confession before the Dfet
Worms:“Unless | am convinced by Scripture or by clear
reasoning that | am in error — for popes and counds have
often erred and contradicted themselves — | canneecant,
for | am subject to the Scriptures | have quoted; ny
conscience is captive to the Word of God. It is uage and
dangerous to do anything against one’s conscienddere |
stand. | cannot do otherwise. So help me God. Amén.

It is the profound conviction of all traditional giars
and churches that the ELCA assembly erred and eepar
from Scripture, Lutheran theology, and clear reanats
decision to alter its expectations for ELCA pastdvhether
this decision can be overturned in the future res& be

esen: If you feel strong disagreement with the Eldeaision,
you should be able to express your dissatisfad¢tjoaltering

your giving. It may be necessary to change our rgagional

2



constitution in order to insure that each membesrtha
capacity to direct where her or his benevolencerif
goes.

Finally, please know that your pastor will contin
to teach and preach the traditional understanding o
Scripture and will not weary in giving a clear vags to
that which the Church has believed, confessed{aurght
for 2,000 years. At the same time, | will contirtadove

you and care for you as your pastor regardiéasere you
stand.

Your brother in Christ,
Pastor Sam Zumwalt

szumwalt@bellsouth.neg

Christmas Play... Dec. 6th
Have you missed the large Christmas

far away but we need to get started on
music, costumes, scenery, and parts. If you are
interested in helping or being in the play pleaga s
up on the youth board. We will still have a pageant
Christmas Eve.
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Join a Sunday School class or a Bible Study today
We have Sunday School classes for ages 3 years
adult. Bible studies are available for High School
women, men and combined classes. See informa
sheet in commons for more info or contact Tammi
Gates for suggestions at (910) 200-4415. Classgs
be audited and/or joined anytime. Meet a new ¢rie
today as we all continue on our faith walk!

program? We are doing one this year awﬁla
we need your help. Christmas may seel

Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn
with those who mourn.Romans 12:15

®

Ue
Some Facts about Feelings

Feelings need to be expressed. Bottling up strong
feelings can often have serious consequences:- Feel
ings of helplessness and hopelessness can leapke peo
emotionally paralyzed and unable to care for them-
selves. Sometimes, when people can’t accept their
own feelings, they project them on others. They
plame others for having feelings that are reallyngo

on in themselves. The way people feel affects thei
health. Worst of all, difficult feelings can dripeople
away from God.

Feelings are neutral. They come in response to the
way you perceive the world around you. No one can
feel angry, sad, or happy on command. Peopleare n
responsible for how they feePeople are responsible
for what they do with their feelings. Being in con-

trol of your feelings is difficult, but it is extneely sat-
isfying and worthwhile

Changing difficult feelings takes a lot of discipiand
willpower. Trying to change feelings can reminape
ple of how much they need God’s help. An important
rt of what Stephen Ministers do is to help people
Wvith difficult feelings come back to God in prayard
ask for the Holy Spirit's constant presence and sup
port.

Why are you downcast, O my soul?
Why so disturbed within me?
Put your hope in God,
For | will yet praise him,
my Savior and my God.
Psalm 42:5

Throughout the year, the Stephen Ministry program
at St. Matthews will provide you with information o
situations we have been trained to address. Iffgel
the need to talk to someone about a matter you feel
you can’t handle alone or if there is someone you
KHbw who is going through a difficult timegntact

one of our Stephen Leaders, Pastor Sam Zumwalt
(910)791-4582, Ana Maria Jackson (910)791-3262
'br Bob Gatewood (910) 686-9413.

1 Excerpts from the Stephen Ministry Training Man24100, pgs.17-28
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From the Office. . .

In an effort to organize and tidy up

the Commons, we are asking for

sign-up sheets to be put up on the

Ministry Opportunities board next
to McCombs Hall. When your sign-up sheet is full
your event is over, please remove it to make romm
another ministry. If the board is full and you dee
put a sheet up, please let the office know so we c4
assist you in finding room.

Thank you for your help in making our Commons §
more serviceable and attractive.

This year is the 30th annual New Hanover County
CROP Hunger Walk, and will take place on Sundal
October 11th at the Greenfield Lake Amphitheater
rain or shine. Registration begins at 1:30 pmtaed
walk begins at 2:00 pm. Walkers will walk arouhé
lake, which is approximately five miles. Partiayps

raise money by having people sponsor their walk \
a contribution of $5, $10, or more.

CROP Walk is sponsored nationally by Church Wq
Service, and the local walk is sponsored by volensts
who are helping to fight hunger locally.

Twenty-five percent of the money stays in Wilming
ton to help support Good Shepherd, First Christiar
Food Pantry, Domestic Violence Shelter, Catholic
Social Ministries and Food Bank of Central & East
North Carolina. The remaining funds are distriloutq
worldwide by Church World Service.

For more information or to sign up to
walk, contact Jim Sinclair at 620-0944
or Julie Brewer at 799-4325.

O.W.L.’s luncheon... Octoberfest

hursday October 22at 11:30, cost is

7:50. We will serve sausage, pork,
sauerkraut, German potato salad, regu
gotato salad, vegetable, and desert.

Ski Trip ... see youth board

Sign up now for 3 nights 2 days of
skiing at Winterplace, W.V. for

only $225 per person. The schools
have a long weekend in January so
we are going to take advantage of it. We leavathe
ternoon of the 21 (Thursday) and return on the"24
(Sunday) of January. This is open to anyone who en-
joys to ski. Youth may attend without adult if thaye

in the 8"-12 grade; $50 holds your spot

\rea

Middle school lock-in...sign up on
board Friday Oct." from 7:30pm -
9:00am in the gym. Be sure to brir
Bible, sleeping bag, toiletries, flast
Might, drink and snack to share. Thi
is only for church members this

time.
t

t

v High School lock-in... sign up on

youth board Friday November 20
starting at 8pm, doors open until
11pm, bring $5 for activity along
with sleeping bag, flashlight, drink
and snack to share.

rid

1%

ZP Chaperones Needed
<\; The youth groups are in need of
/\“r’ chaperones for both the middle
school and high school lock-ins.
Womenandmen are needed for
these events. If you are able to A
help, please sign up on the you
board across from the office.
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Phyllis Ramel

Bill Piper

Edward Fischl

John Kuske 111

Ruth G. Smith

Mike Roberts

Charles Stanland

Gloria Lutz

Lisa Schaefer

Rebecca Reuse-Skupas

Linda Renzaglia

9 Kristin Scott
10 Dorothy Springs
12 Mark Grieb

13 James Bauer

13  Andrew Smith

14 Wanda Moore
15 Earl Ullman

17 Mike Koder

17 Charles Height, Jr
18 Stephen Morgan
18 Bruni Kline
9 1 Missy Marcinowski
20  Christi Monroe
2QCharlotte Harris
7  Zrevor Hornick
29Tim Braden
3Anthony Irenze
30 Ernest Young

31Allen Warrington

John and Debra Perry 6 Phillip and Andkaederson 24  Fred and Ruthann Getsinger
Patrick and Rose Potter 9 Mario and LiRdzinin 24 Dick and Sophie Williams
Eddie and Bonnie Weaver 15 Jeffrey andiggeSimon 27 Howard and Janice Siko

Al and Jennifer Snyder 16 Mark and Suzanhgmarsh 30 Mike and Charlotte Thompson

Ed and Lori Fischl 18 Rhyne and Betty Ranns

20 Matt and DawmBm
6

Mark and Gina Williams



GIFTS

TO HONOR AND TO REMEMBER
August 31 through September 20

MEMORY OF STEVE SMITH, BROTHER OF JUDY
DANIELS
Property Fund Peter and Virginia Parisek

MEMORY OF MARION HUNSBERGER, MOTHER
OF ALAN HUNSBERGER
Property Fund
Property Fund

MEMORY OF DIANE KOEN
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund Dale and Dorothy Blade

MEMORY OF CARROLL STRONG, FATHER OF
SANDRA HUMPHREY
Property Fund

MEMORY OF ELSIE PERRY, MOTHER OF BILL
PERRY

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund Dale and Dorothy Blade
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund Cherry Horn
Property Fund Pete and Grace Koder

Pete and Grace Koder
Peter and Virginia Parisek

Pete and Grace Koder

MEMORY OF CHUCK STANSBURY

Property Fund Jim Harshbarger
Property Fund Peter and Virginia Parisek
Wade Family Assistance Fund Fred and Ana Jackson
Wade Family Assistance Fund Carol Comeskey
Debt Reduction Donald and Audrey Rose Meyer
Debt Reduction Phyllis Smith
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund Dale and Dorothy Blade
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund Cherry Horn

Fifth Sunday Saville and Linda Riesz
Fifth Sunday Walt and Loretta Brehm
Fifth Sunday Bob and Betty Lentz
Fifth Sunday Marv and Marcie Schedler
Fifth Sunday Ray and Marilyn Wilson
Fifth Sunday Frank and Marti Felter
Fifth Sunday Peter and Virginia Parisek
Youth Fund Florence Schorschinsky
Youth Fund Al and Peggy Barr
Youth Fund Carol Comeskey
Youth Fund Alan and Beverly Hunsberger
Youth Fund Aleda Marggraff

Undesignated Dale and Jeanne Kemppainer

MEMORY OF DR. P. F. HALL, FATHER-IN-LAW
OF KRIS HALL, GRANDFATHER OF TERESA
HALL AND TRACY PLUMLEY
Property Fund Pete and Grace Koder
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund Cherry Horn

Youth Fund Aleda Marggraff

MEMORY OF RICH WALTER’S MOTHER
Youth Fund Florence Schorschinsky

MEMORY OF BARBARA TIMM, SISTER OF
JOANNE JOHNSON
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund
Property Fund

HONOR OF MARY GUERASSIO’S 90th BIRTHDAY
Property Fund Pete and Grace Koder

HONOR OF NELL McARVER’S 90TH BIRTHDAY
Youth Mission Trip Dale and Dorothy Blade
Youth Fund Florence Schorschinsky
Choir fund Norman and Susan Shearin

HONOR OF THE YOUTH OF ST. MATTHEW'S
Youth Fund Peter and Deborah Gimbal
Youth Fund The Children’s Schoolhouse

HONOR OF DALE AND DOROTHY BLADE
Youth Fund Nell McArver

HONOR OF FRANK AND BECKY HOWARD
Sunday School Fund Jim and Ruthe Markworth

Judy Daniels
Aleda Marggraff
Peter and Virginia Parisek

HONOR OF BETHEL PARIS AND PAT MAHL
Stephen Ministry Fund Judy Daniels
Stephen Ministry Fund Dale and Dorothy Blade
Stephen Ministry Fund Fred and Ana Jackson
Stephen Ministry Fund Jerry and Zan Bramley




REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Cullen Flanagan, Rocky Visconti, Tammy Bryant, Jena
Ricketts, Megan Rose, The Family of Brenda Tyler, fie
Family of Pat Dearie, The Family of Michael Matthes,
Cindy Cornett

MEMBERS:

Dorothy Blade Judy Benson Alexis Holzberger
Jane Brunt Frank Fauser Marv Schedler
Gary Faircloth Frank Howard Terri Dearie

Alex Schwartz Brenda Seitter Diane Vickery
Tim Antonelli Charlotte Harris  Prue Hovis

Nancy Heck Jerry Murrell John Geiger
Harold Shelton, Jr Karen Haag Jackie Davis
James Ammons Bob Jones Jim Mees

Nancy Miller Michael Vickery Earl Lindner
Sara Schneider Barbara Moore  Carrie McDonoud
Dee & Ernie Young Tom Thompson Danielle Bashaw
Lefty Plante The Family of Diane Koen

James & Barbara Clemmons

FRIENDS/FAMILY OF MEMBERS:
Noah Roberts Adell Troxler
Joe Nobles Clyde G. Farmer

Janice Comeskey
Margaret Evans

John Fonger Jacob Chamness  Pat Manning
Edward Capalbo Seth Ewing Calvin Berg
Sarah Mairs Noel Costa Bertha Rankin
Darrin Jones Herb Fox Corey McDonald
Fran Heidorn Karen Brix Christopher Geisel

Cindy Fentress
Martin O’Neil
Karen Marshall

Peggy Clemmons Henriette Pahl
Liz Sabbagh Katherine Gatewoog
Lois Whitmeyer ~ Tom andlloklyne

Heather Thornton Jimmie Robeson  Louise Heck
Military Families Albert & Dee Smith
Gary & Cindy Hogman Christopher Johnsot

The Family of Carroll Strong
The Family of ElImer Sparagna
The Family of Barbara Timm
The Family of Elsie Perry

The Family of Chuck Stansbury
The Family of Dr. P.F. Hall

Billy Macpherson
Ernest Phillips
Marlin Roberts
Gary Johnson
Trevor Penney
Wilford Ellison

REMEMBER OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS—

Emma Brunjes, Barbara Cook, Helen Hauns, Betty egulane
McDougald, Jo Kallenborn, Dee Young, Margaret El2oro-
thy Weber, Charles Ramseur

If you see names on these lists that can be reth@lease call
the church office.

The family of Diane Koen, in her death.

Joanne Johnson, in the death of her sister, Barbar
Timm.

Vera Wilson, Ray Tyler, Dawn Benton and sons
Corey and Logan, and Brenda’s sister Joy in the
death of Brenda Tyler.

h
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Dear Pastor Sam and the St. Matthew’s Family,
Thank you all so very much for the sympathy
cards and encouraging words on the death of my
mother, Marion, and for the donations made in her
memory. Beverly and | have been greatly blessed by
your kindness and support.
Alan and Beverly Hunsberger

| offer a sincere thank you to so many of my St.
Matthew’s Family for the calls, cards and the ttip
my father’s funeral. This has been a difficulteifor
me. Knowing | have had your prayers and suppost ha
meant more to my family and myself - the words agnn
express. God bless all of you.

Sandra Humphrey and Family

To our wonderful church family,

There are absolutely no words to adequately
express the depth of our gratitude and appreciatarn
all you have done for Chuck, Judy and our whole-fam
ily during this long and painful year.

Your prayers, love, care, concern and
generosity are living examples of the love of Ghris
We are humbled by the number who attended Chuck’s
wonderful memorial service September 12th.

We thank each of you and Pastor Sam for al-
ways being there for us.

Our love and prayers,
Bob and Helen Stansbury and Family

We welcome the newest disciples at St. Matthew'’s,
who joined September 19th and 20th:

Mike and Lynn Stophel
Claire Houser

Erin Miller

Andy Rappold and Liz Todd

Look for more information and pictures about owvest
members in the November Encounter.



Those Serving in October 2009

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
4 8:30 Allan and Josey Warrington,
Dick and Sophie Williams
11:00 Sherry Bendahmane, Danielle Bashaw,
Alan and Beverly Hunsberger
11 8:30 Jan Christine, Bill Fox, Lisa Hornick,
Kathren Miller
11:00 Richard Chinn, Kris Hall, Ken Johns,
Barbara Moore
18 8:30 Nancy Magruder, Bethel Paris,
Bob and Cheryl Trapp
11:00 Nancy Miller, Lynette Farmer, Bob and
Christine Gatewood
25 8:30 Kathy Bink, Scott Holzberger, Kay Rose,
Butch Ruefle
11:00 Carol Chinn, Karin Cook, Jodi Davis,
Ana Maria Jackson

USHERS
Saturday Service: Richard Thompson
Sunday Service:

4 8:30 Sandy Mallo and Joel Melito

11:00 John and Tyler Antonelli, Trevor Hornick
11 8:30 David Miller and Bill Rose

11:00 John Pollard, Tony Irenze, Peter Gimbal
18 8:30 Jim Bauer and Frank Gray

11:00 Keith Geiger, Saville Riesz, Mark Williams
25 8:30 John and Kathy Bink

11:00 Fred Getsinger, Jamie Price, Bill Piper
LECTORS

Saturday: 3-Kathy Bink; 10-John Cooke;
17-Janet Tweedy24-Sandy O’Donnell;
31-Michael Vickery

Sunday Service

8:30
4 Vivian Alexander

1:00
Carol Comesky

11 John Stemke Fred Jackson
18 Sophie Williams Jerry Bramley
25 Sheila Whitmeyer Sheri Hiler

HOSPICE DINNER
2 Megan and Bruni Kline
16 Brown and Shelton Families

TAPING MINISTRY: Gary Deily

GREETERS

6:00 Morris and Joanne Johnson

8:30 Larry, Tammi, Kathleen and Samantha Gates
Tim and Lori Townsend

11:00 Earl and Doris Uliman
Alan and Beverly Hunsberger
ACOLYTES
8:30 11:00
4 Maura Kitchens Lizzie Rhoades
Hannah Stansbury Adrianna Mayberry
11 Megan Kline Megan Brambell
Meredith Deily Peyton Hughes
18 Carson Plumley Amy Erkes
Morgan Piper Megan Lambert
25 Patrick Magruder Bryan van der Wal, Jake

Wade, Nicholas Tucker,
Dale Stansbury

Kelby Bauer

ALTAR FLOWERS
4 The Children’s Schoolhouse, Fred and June Doll

11 Mario and Linda Piccinin, Bob Gatewood

18 Fred and Ruthann Getsinger, Susie and Chuck
Wakild

25 Judy Daniels, Phil Bloedorn

NURSERY

8:30
4 Dawn Hill, Olivia Hill
11 Volunteer Needed
18 Volunteer Needed
25 Volunteer Needed

11:00
Volunteer Needed
Donna Bridges
Volunteer Needed
Megan Lambert

ALTAR GUILD

Saturday: Janet Wise

Sunday:

4 Arlene Robie, Jan Christine, Erika Brambell

11 Kathie Tucker, Kathren Miller, Jill Cummings

18 Barbara Moore, Yvonne Tullous, Lynette Farmer
25 Shirley Morrow, Lea Shipman, Carol Chinn
BUILDING_

Saturday: Richard Thompson
Sunday Open: Dave Miller
Close:Jerry Bramley

If you see vacancies in this schedule that younaliag to
fill or teams you are willing to participate in,gdse call
the church office at 791-4582,
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