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Changes in Stephen Ministry Program Leadership 
 On September 15th, Pat Mahl and Bethel Paris 
retire from their leadership roles in our Stephen Ministry 
Program.  Bob Gatewood will join Ana Maria Jackson 
and Pastor Sam Zumwalt in leading and supervising our 
current corps of 12 trained Stephen Ministers serving at 
St. Matthew’s.  Bob attended the Stephen Leadership 
Training Course held in Pittsburgh, PA, August 2nd-8th.  
Ana Maria trained as a Stephen Leader in 1997, but 
moved out of the Wilmington Area soon after complet-
ing the training.  Since she moved back to Wilmington, 
she has rejoined the Stephen Ministry team as a leader.  
Pastor Sam completed leadership training in 1996. There 
are over 10,000 congregations trained in and offering 
Stephen Ministers to their congregations, with 432  
congregations in North Carolina alone.  In Pittsburgh, 
210 congregations sent members for the leadership train-
ing, with 26 people attending from North Carolina.  

 Pat Mahl and Bethel Paris are long-time Stephen 
leaders.  Pat trained and has served as a Stephen Leader 
since 1993.  Bethel completed training and has served as 
a leader since 1998.  We appreciate their time and talents 
in support of this important program aimed at offering 
Christian Care Giving to members of the congregation 
who accepted help during difficult and trying times in 
their lives.   
 Look for more information about Stephen Minis-
try at St. Matthew’s in upcoming articles about how we 
plan to grow in ministry in the future.  

 
  
 

 
Welcome Back to the Lutheran Student Group 

  
 A warm welcome to all new and returning  
students for the fall semester at UNCW and Cape 
Fear.  It is with joy that we look forward again to see-
ing all of you on the second Sunday of each month for 
the “LSM after service lunch and fellowship time.” 
 This fall we will be working to re-energize and 
plan our outreach activities for the year.  The wonder-
ful ideas we talked about late last Spring will be a 
great starting point for this coming college year.   
Remember if you have friends you would like to bring 
with you, please do so.  They will always be welcome 
to share with us this special time together at St. Mat-
thews. 
 If anyone in the congregation would like to be 
involved with our group please let us know by stop-
ping at the church office, or talk to Pastor Dale or  
Pastor Sam.  Your help is always appreciated.  Also 
remember that prayers for our students and the LSM 
group are always a great way to support this ministry.   
 May God Bless us with great fellowship and 
the energy to reach out into the community and make 
a difference in the lives of our “neighbors” this com-
ing year.   
    Peace, 
    ���������	
 �
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Please Help!  
The Youth Need Our Help and Support 

 

 The youth program at St Matthews is one of 
the best in Wilmington. I would like you to join me in 
taking time to count our blessings and thank Nancy 
Magruder and the many contributors and volunteers 
who have made a uniquely Christian educational 
experience a reality through the youth program. 
 This has been a great summer for the Youth 
with many opportunities for growth in their personal 
walk with Christ. The big event this year was the 
Youth Gathering in New Orleans where more than 
37,000 Lutheran Youth came together to share a 
Christian experience. Our youth were in awe of  the 
power of Christ in action at this event! 
 The youth began planning for this event last 
year. The plans were made, deposits for the trip were 
paid and fund raising activities were planned and 
carried out.  Late in March, Nancy was contacted and 
told that we would have to purchase additional 
housing for our youth due to limits on how many 
youth could stay in each room. The additional cost 
was $4,200.00 and was totally unexpected and out of 
our control. 
 Some funds are provided to assist with the cost 
of the Youth program through the budget ($8,000 for 
2009) but it is never enough to cover the cost of doing 
the various youth activities, mission trips and camps 
each year. Parents pay towards the cost of many 
activities the youth are involved in. The youth raise 
the additional funds needed each year with the help of 
a giving and caring congregation. We do not require 
chaperones to pay to attend mission trips and camps 
because they are generally taking time off from work 
to provide supervision of our youth. This cost is 
roughly $500.00 per chaperone and generally there are 
2 adult women and 2 adult men chaperones. Their 
participation is invaluable and without them camps 
and mission trips would not be possible. 
 The 2009 youth program began ($1900.00) in 
the negative largely due to the cost of providing 
chaperones for camps and mission trips in 2008. 
Although the youth raised enough money to cover the 
expected costs of their activities for this year, the 
unexpected additional housing costs for the Youth 
Gathering ($4200.00) and the deficit ($1900.00) at the 
start of the year have left the Youth program in a 
negative cash situation of approximately $4900.00. 

 The Youth need our help.  Please consider 
what you can do to help eliminate this deficit. Your 
donations to the Mission Trips and Camps fund can 
help get the Youth program back on track.  Experienc-
ing the unexpected/additional expenses from the 
Youth Gathering Mission trip has been a learning ex-
perience for the youth as well; and they will continue 
to do their part to help raise funds to eliminate this 
deficit. They will be doing a Fall fundraiser as well as 
offering T-shirts, Jackets, Shirts and Caps for sale. 
Other ideas to raise money to eliminate this $4900.00 
deficit before the end of the year have also been dis-
cussed. If you are able to pitch in, please make a con-
tribution to the Mission Trips and Camps Fund, pur-
chase some of the clothing offered for sale and support 
the Fall Fundraising events. Thank you for helping! 
Lets help the Youth start 2010 on a positive note. 
 

��
�����������
��
���
���

 
 
“Jesus, Justice, Jazz” 
The high school youth would like 
to thank St. Matthew’s for their 
support in the raising of funds so 
that they could attend the 2009 
National Youth Gathering in New 

Orleans. There were over 37,000 youth and adults who 
attended the five day experience. Each night we gath-
ered together in the Superdome for worship, singing 
and speakers. One youth’s favorite moment was when 
Bishop Hanson said “The Lord be with you” and was 
answered in one voice “and also with you” by the con-
gregation of 37,000. Others were influenced by the 
phenomenal speakers whose faith stories told how one 
person can make a difference in their community and 
beyond.  
 

One of our days was spent doing servant work in the 
New Orleans area which is still recovering from hurri-
cane Katrina. Bishop Hanson told us that it would take 
one person working four hours a day, 365 days a year 
more than 98 years to put in the hours the youth did 
during their three days of servant work. The 16 youth 
and 4 adults will carry the memories of this experience 
with them for a long time to come.  
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 The Christian Education Team is committed to 
providing many opportunities for all members of the 
congregation to open the “Book of Faith”- the Bible- 
through Sunday School, Crossways Bible Study, and 
small group Bible study. We also have individual and 
family devotionals available on the usher’s table in the 
Commons. 
 Rally Day is September 13, 2009. Join us for 
the Spark! Rotational Model for ages 3 years to 5th 
grade. The units for fall semester are The First Sin, 
Queen Esther, and Jesus is Born. We are building on 
what we learned in our 1st year of the rotational model, 
and improving the program, using your suggestions. 
Thanks to all who responded, and we invite you to 
provide feedback as the year progresses. Thanks for 
your support and patience as we learn and experience 
stories in the Bible. 
 Middle School will continue to work on Divine 
Drama as they learn scripture. High School will study 
scripture and apply it to their real life issues. Later in 
the fall, Richard Chinn is offering a biblically based 
money management class for the high school class. 
 We plan to offer 4 adult classes for the fall in-
cluding “Hidden Keys to Loving Relationships.” This 
DVD series with Gary Smalley is an entertaining way 
to understand how men and women look at the same 
situation differently. We will have 3-4 different facili-
tators for this fun class. This class will meet upstairs in 
The McSwain activity center. 
 “Daily Christian Living” will be facilitated by 
Jana Bauer and Cindy Antonelli. How do we as Chris-
tians approach our daily lives and what is our Chris-
tian responsibility toward global issues. This class will 
meet in the library. 
 Pastor Sam will be teaching “The Bible’s Big 
Story: Our Story/ Tell-Tale Time-Line,” followed by 
“See through the Scriptures.” These are great intro-
ductory courses for the Bible, and help prepare you for 
more in-depth and personal Bible study. 
 Frank Howard will continue with his course on 
“The Lutheran Handbook.” He began the course this 
summer and many people are enjoying this class on a 
regular basis. You can join this class anytime and en-
joy the Lutheran anecdotes and fellowship. 
 Confirmation classes for grades 6-8 will begin 
September 16, 2009. If you are new to confirmation 
this year, please contact the office @ (910) 791-4582 

or Tammi Gates @ (910) 200-4415, to make sure we 
have a packet for you. Orientation for All students and 
their parents will be on September 9,2009 @6:00 P.M. 
 Crossways Bible Study begins Wednesday, 
September 16, 2009 @ 6:00 P.M. and Thursday Sep-
tember 17th @ 10:00 A.M. with Unit 29, Ezekiel. 
Please join this Bible study led by Pastor Sam as we 
study each book of the Bible with overview, back-
ground, and study materials. You can audit this class 
any time and if you want to order materials, contact 
Tammi Gates.  

 ���������
��
�
Our next New Member Orientation, for those com-
pleting the August 22nd class or a previous class, and 
for transferring Lutherans is on Saturday, September 
19, from 9:00 AM until 11:30 AM . 
 

Older Wiser Lutherans 
Your first fellowship will be on Thurs-
day, September 24th at 11:30 in 
McSwain.  We will be serving 
McAllister’s subs and salads.  Cost per 
person is $8.�

�
Fall Festival 
This year our Fall Festival will be on  
Saturday, October 17th from 11:30 am-
2:30 pm in the gym.  We will have face 
painting, games, bingo, Haunted House, 
food and a Country Store with bake sale.  
So be sure to mark your calendars, and 
bring your friends for a fun day! 
 

Sunday Meals 
Youth Groups meet together at 6 pm 
and enjoy a meal together before break-
ing into groups.  There is a sign up 
sheet on the youth board outside the 
office for you to pick a date to supply a 
meal.  Several people can provide a   
meal together or as a family. 

 
 
Middle School Lock-in will be Friday, 
October 2nd at 7:30 pm in the gym.  
Bring your sleeping bag, toiletries,  
Bible, flashlight, and a snack and drink 
to share.  Sign-up sheet is on the youth 
board.  
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1 Beth Moore   17 Nadia Bendahmane 

1 Micah Brown   18 Ted Hueskes 

2     Mary Horne    18 Jennifer Kitchens 

2 Brian Ammons 8 Gabriela Wohlbrueck  19    Nancy Magruder 

2 Chris Wilson 9 Wayne McDougald 19    William Paris 

3 Ian Brambell 9 Nancy Brown  19    Lindsey Schaefer 

3 Mary Allison  10 Barbara Christmas 19    Steve Brewbaker 

3 David “Dusty” Pilcher 10 Andrea Anderson 20    Darlene Schucker 

3 Carl Larson 10 Ann Strickland 22    Karin Cook 

4 Carol Comeskey 11 Renee Mayberry 23    Ryan Christmas 

4 Richard Wilson 11 Megan Brambell 23    Jill Cummings 

4 Irene Shea 11 Virginia Bjorkquist 24    Richard Chinn 

4 Christine Gatewood 12 Dean Weber 24    Linda Holway 

5 Karen Ruefle  12 Arlene Robie 25    Susie Wakild 

5 Preston Gourville 13 Alexis Lariviere 25    Missy Funke 

5 Dennis McCain 13 Kaitlin Davis 25    Nell McArver 

5 Nan Phillips 14 Trevor Penney 26    Dimny “Dee” Young 

5 Megan Kline  15 Mario Piccinin 26    J. Hollamon 

5 Samuel Sharpe 15 Elaine Willow 27    Dawn Benton 

7 Ina May 15 Deborah Martin 28    Erica Jones 

7 Yvonne Jones  16 Sheila Mallo 28    Judith Benson 

7 Tracey Kitchens 16 Alexandra Schwartz 29    Alexander Monroe 

8 Kevin Gallagher 16  Ashton Prehar 30    Patti Erkes 

8 Nancy Thompson 16 Ray Porter  30    Annette Janssen 

2      Paul and Lori Haskins  21     Dave and Terri Robertson 

3      John and Deborah Pollard  22     James and Amber Brekhus 

3      David and Terri Robie  25     Peter and Debbie Gimbal 

3      Art and Jan Magnus 10     Christopher and Heather Catts 28     Bob and Betty Lentz 

4      Bill and Tracy Gourville 11     Jake and Danielle Sharpe 29     Christopher and Sophie Braun 

4       Sam and Laura Zumwalt 19     Tom and Suzanne Meyer 30     Kenneth and Gina Schiess 

6       Norman and Helen Walter 21     Jim and Sheila Whitmeyer 30     John and Lynn Stemke 
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Reminder - The Council is in the process of 
updating the accounting system and record to 
clean up the funds listed.  The recommenda-
tions are available in the Commons.  If you 
have any concerns or suggestions please con-

tact Karin Cook at karinmcook@gmail.com or Rich-
ard Chinn at richardchinn@ec.rr.com before Septem-
ber 10th. 
 
 

Our middle school youth had an excel-
lent week working at several members’ 
property, and around the church 
grounds. Under the theme of “Caution; 

Curves Ahead”16 youth participated in activities and 
discussions on dealing with the difficulties and chal-
lenges in our daily lives.  
 
 
Lutheran Student Movement 
This Ministry is open to anyone in  
college; UNCW, CFCC, Jr. College, 
etc. who wishes to maintain contact 
with peers in a Christian setting.  Join  
us on Sunday, September 13th at 12:30  
in McCombs hall for free food from Chili’s and  
discussion of what you want your ministry to achieve 
this year.  You are welcome to bring friends. 
 
 

Youth Groups!!!  
Youth groups begin again on  
Sunday, September 13th, with 6th-
12th grades sharing a meal at 6 pm, 
followed by group times until 7:30 
pm.  We will have a couple of col-

lege youths who will be helping me during the break 
out time.  
 
 
Career Crossroads Retreat 
Are you or is someone you know going though a ca-
reer crisis?  Many people are unhappy in their voca-
tion and aren't sure which steps to take to find work 
that fits their gifts and mission in life.  Career Cross-
roads is a spiritual retreat that can help with these dif-
ficult decisions.  The retreat will be held October 16-
18 at the Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary in 
Columbia, SC.  The church office has a brochure on 
the retreat, including a reservation form. 

 
 
 
Emma Kate Wangenstein was received into Christ's 
Church by the Sacrament of Holy Baptism at the Sun-
day, August 9th, 11 a.m. Eucharist. She is the daughter 
of Erik and Danae Wangenstein.  We welcome Emma 
Kate to the body of Christ and to the St. Matthew’s 
Church family.�
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends,  
 There is no way that I am able to thank each 
of you for your cards, gifts, hugs, kisses and all for 
contributing to the happiest birthday of my entire 90 
years.  There is nothing like good Christian friends 
and I have plenty here at St. Matthews.  Now I know 
why God steered my towards St. Matthews.  Thank 
you again for your caring and generosity.  May God 
bless each of you who, in any way, cam to celebrate a  
long life full of joy. 
   Love, 
   Mary Guerassio 
 
 
The death of my brother, Steve, was an unexpected 
and difficult time for me, but the thoughfultness of the 
members of St. Matthews helped me through it.  Many 
thanks for the cards, calls, word of encouragement 
and donations made in Steve’s memory.  I really ap-
preciate the concern and care you given me.  Thank 
you Pastor Sam and my St. Matthews family. 
 
   Judy Daniels 
 
 
Dear St. Matthew’s’Family, 
 Thank you so very much for you many cards, 
calls, and expressions of kindness and concern dur-
ing my recent surgery and recovery.  My family and I 
are so very grateful for your care and generosity.  
The sweet spirit of the Lord has surrounded me every 
moment, and you are indeed the loving Body of 
Christ!   
   Blessings and Peace, 
   Bonnie Weaver 
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GIFTS 
TO HONOR AND TO REMEMBER 

July 27 through August 24 
 
MEMORY OF STEVE SMITH, JUDY DANIELS’ 
BROTHER 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund Morris and Joanne Johnson 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund Bob and Mary Lou Byrne 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund Jim and Nancy Mees 
 
MEMORY OF EUGENE LAUER 
Property Peter and Sally Thibodeau 
 

MEMORY OF MARION HUNSBERGER, ALAN 
HUNSBERGER’S MOTHER 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund Morris and Joanne Johnson 
 
MEMORY OF EMILY WADE 
Emily Wade Family Assistance Fund Lisa Schaefer 
 
MEMORY OF CHUCK STANSBURY  
Fifth Sunday Philip Bloedorn 
 

 
HONOR OF MARY GUERASSIO’S BIRTHDAY 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund Andy and Norma Vics 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund Jim and Nancy Mees 
Fifth Sunday Jim and Ruthe Markworth 
 
 

 
 
 
 

�
�

Update on Eleanor Davis -  I would like to share with 
some of my mother's friends at St. Matthews that she 
has moved to Greenville, NC in an assisted living facil-
ity.  She has done so well in adjusting to her new home 
and is taking part in all the activities offered.   She 
would love to keep in touch with her many dear friends 
at St. Matthews so I am attaching her new address.      
 
  Eleanor Davis  
  2105 W. Arlington Blvd. 
  Apt. 404 
  Greenville, NC  27834  
      Sincerely,  
     Lynsey McLean  

REMEMBER IN PRAYER:  

Billy Macpherson, Danielle Bashaw, The Family of 
Chuck Stansbury, The Family of  Elsie Perry, The Family 
of Diane Koen, The Family of Dr. P.F. Hall 
  
MEMBERS: 
Dorothy Blade Judy Benson Alexis Holzberger 
Jane Brunt Frank Fauser Marv Schedler 
Gary Faircloth Frank Howard  Terri Dearie 
Brenda Tyler Brenda Seitter Diane Vickery 
Tim Antonelli Charlotte Harris Prue Hovis  
Nancy Heck Jerry Murrell John Geiger 
Harold Shelton, Jr Karen Haag Jackie Davis 
James Ammons Bob Jones Carrie McDonough 
Nancy Miller Michael Vickery Tom Thompson 
Sara Schneider Barbara Moore Jim Mees 
Earl Lindner Dee & Ernie Young    
James & Barbara Clemmons   
   
FRIENDS/FAMILY OF MEMBERS: 
Noah Roberts Adell Troxler Janice Comeskey 
Tammy Bryan Clyde G. Farmer Margaret Evans 
John Fonger Jacob Chamness Pat Manning 
Edward Capalbo Seth Ewing  Nathan Fauser 
Sarah Mairs Noel Costa Bertha Rankin 
Darrin Jones Herb Fox Corey McDonald 
Pat Dearie Fran Heidorn Karen Brix 
Cindy Fentress Peggy Clemmons Henriette Pahl 
Martin O’Neil Liz Sabbagh Katherine Gatewood 
Karen Marshall           Lois Whitmeyer Tom and Joella Hyne 
Heather Thornton Jimmie Robeson Louise Heck  
Wilford Ellison Joe Nobles Albert & Dee Smith  
Michael Matthess Military Families Christopher Johnson 
Marlin Roberts Gary Johnson Calvin Berg 
Gary & Cindy Hogman                   
The Family of Carroll Strong  
The Family of Elmer Sparagna  
 

REMEMBER OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS –  
Emma Brunjes, Barbara Cook, Helen Hauns, Betty Lauver, Jane 
McDougald, Jo Kallenborn, Dee Young, Margaret Eller,  
Dorothy Weber, Charles Ramseur 
 

If you see  names on these lists that can  be removed, please call 
the church office. 
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Betty Lauver, in the death of her son-in-law, Elmer 
Sparagna.   
 

Sandra Humphrey, in the death of her father, Carroll 
Strong.   
 

The Stansbury Family, in the death of Chuck  
Stansbury. 
 

Bill, Fran and Robert Perry, in the death of Elsie 
Perry. 
 

Teresa Hall and Tracy Plumley, in the death of their  
grandfather, Dr. P.F. Hall. 
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Those Serving in September 2009 
 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS  
6 8:30 Bethel Paris, Kay Rose, William Ruefle  
  John Stemke 
 11:00 Stan Brunt, Melissa Hollamon, Kristi Wade, 
  Melinda Knoerzer 
13 8:30 Marti Felter and Frank Felter, Renate and  
  Frank Gray 
 11:00 Bill Davis, Ruthanne Getsinger, Stephanie  
  Price, Linda Riesz  
20 8:30 Terri Dearie, Linda Renzaglia, Nancy Wells,  
  Bill Paris 
 11:00 Jerry Bramley, Robert Rabozzi, Carol  
  Comesky, Ellen James 
27 8:30 Tammi and Larry Gates, David Miller, 
   Florence Schorschinsky 
 11:00 Shirley Melito, Saville Riesz, Susan Shearin, 
  Kelly Stansbury 
 
 
USHERS  
Saturday Service:  Cindy Cornett 
Sunday Service: 
6  8:30 Bill Fox and Jan Christine 
 11:00 Jerry and Zan Bramley, Lawrence Hughes 
13 8:30 Butch Ruefle and Dick Williams 
 11:00 Arthur Moore, Bill and Robert Perry 
20 8:30 John and Ivonne Tullous 
 11:00 Jeff Hollamon, Walter Brehm, Axel Erkes 
27 8:30 Aleda Marggraff and Sophie Williams 
 11:00 Happy and Jake Wade, Stan Brunt 
  
 
LECTORS     
Saturday: 5-John Cooke;  12-Kathy Bink;  
                 19-Joanne Johnson;  26-James Harshbarger;  
Sunday Service 
             8:30                                 11:00  
6 Steve Morgan  Zan Bramley 
13  Inga Shelton  Shirley Melito 
20 Lynn Stemke  Susan Wakild 
27 Judy Benson  Minnie Larson 
 
 
HOSPICE DINNER 
4 Jamie and Cyndi Price   
18 Barr and Hunsberger Families 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 GREETERS 
  6:00   Jean Manley 
  8:30   James and Janna Bauer 
 David and Kathren Miller 
11:00   Mark and Gina Williams 
 Bob and Christine Gatewood 
 
  
ACOLYTES   will be assigned as part of  new confirma-
tion class.  Reminder cards will be sent, and names will be 
listed in the weekly bulletin announcement page.  
 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS   
6  Nancy Heck, Bob Gatewood 
13 Sandy O’Donnell, Andy and Norma Vics 
20 JP and Nancy Miller, Betty and Bob Lentz 
27 Nell McArver (both listings) 
 
  
NURSERY 
      8:30   11:00      
6 Needed   Needed  
13 Needed   Needed  
20 Needed   Needed  
27 Needed   Needed  
 
 
ALTAR GUILD   
Saturday:  Carrie McDonough 
Sunday: 
6 Linda Rezaglia, Gina Williams, Danielle Bashaw 
13 Jean Wooley, Carol Comesky, Lynette Farmer 
20 Patti Erkes, Kristi Wade, Cathy Alexsandravicius 
27 Margaret Ballantine, Judy Daniels, Midge Piper 
 
 
BUILDING  
Saturday:   Cindy Cornett 
Sunday Open:  Randy Magruder            
              Close:  Bob Lentz 
 
 
TAPING MINISTRY:  John Humphrey 
 
 
 
If you see vacancies in this schedule that you are willing to  
fill, please call the church office.  We particularly need 
nursery volunteers and acolytes.                          
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St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 
                                                                           
The Rev. Dr. Samuel D. Zumwalt, Pastor                                
612 S. College Road 
Wilmington, NC. 28403-3202 
(910) 791-4582 
 
E-Mail: stmattch@bellsouth.net 
Website: stmatthewsch.org 
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