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Saint Matthew’s Healing Committee met for the first time on July 12th. The Church Council has appointed the following 
members of Saint Matthew’s to comprise the committee:  Bill Davis, Alan Hunsberger, Jenna Ricketts, Saville Riesz, 
Ruth Smith, and Helen Stansbury. Rev. Phil Tonnesen from the Bishop’s Staff of the North Carolina Synod of the 
ELCA is the committee’s facilitator and provided the agenda for and led our first meeting. The council tasked us to  
develop and recommend processes and events that foster mutual respect, love and support among the congregation of St. 
Matthew’s, and encourage the congregation to celebrate our differences, that our hearts may be free and united to 
glorify God. In the committee’s first meeting and in all of our meetings, we will mirror this in how we work together. 
The council desires that the committee complete our work within six months. 

 

Committee meeting discussions will be confidential but not secret. By this we mean that our individual feelings,  
discussions and comments will remain within the committee, but our group actions, activities and conclusions will be 
shared with all in St. Matthew’s. The minutes from our meetings and other information will be available in a notebook in 
the church office. Our next meeting is scheduled for August 3rd. 

 

Through God’s Grace, we, the members of the Healing Committee, look forward to the revitalization of His Work in 
St. Matthew’s.  

                  Wow 
We have reached another milestone in satisfying the church mortgage!  Richard Chinn has 
reported that as of June 30, 2010, we have contributed enough through the Fifth Sunday  
Program, along with our regular payments, to have dropped our mortgage debt to less than      

                                      $100,000. 
 

More specifically, as of June 30th, our mortgage stands at $99,602.43  
 

This has all been accomplished through the effort of our church family.  We took on what seemed to be a big task, but 
look at what a simple program along with dedicated people, could do over a period of a few years. 
 

However, we are not done in accomplishing our goal.  Sunday, August 29th is the next Fifth Sunday.  Let’s use the 
special envelopes or any other envelope.  Mark it for “Fifth Sunday” and place it in the offering. 
 

God bless you all.  
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Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 

 During Vacation Bible School, John Antonelli’s 
adult class undertook a study of Corinne Ware’s book 
“Discover Your Spiritual Type” (Alban Institute). The 
first night class members took an inventory that helped to 
identify the spiritual type of each and to map their percep-
tion of the strengths and growing edges of St. Matthew’s 
corporate spiritual life. John reports that the whole week 
was marked by significant conversations about where 
people are in their spiritual life and where the Holy Spirit 
is leading them. John is seriously considering inviting 
more people to have this conversation during an adult 
Sunday morning class this fall. 
 

 Recently Frank Howard shared that his summer 
Sunday School class on “The Screwtape Letters” by C.S. 
Lewis has also been thinking about where the Holy Spirit 
is leading this congregation. They are having significant 
conversations about putting forth a challenge to other 
classes to take specific steps as intentional witnesses to 
the community outside St. Matthew’s. 
 

   As you will read elsewhere in this issue of the 
Encounter, a healing team of six parishioners are also 
having important conversations about what it means to be 
the body of Christ and how better to embody together the 
love of God in Jesus Christ. 
 

 A recent supper for “The Bigmacs” (Blessed,  
Inspired, Godly Men Affirming Christ) brought together 
twenty-two men and boys for an evening of fellowship 
and relationship-building. Plans are underway for more 
gatherings (thebigmacs.com). 
 

 More than fifty children (most of them quite young) 
participated in VBS the week of July 19-23. The adults and 
youth who served and led represented a cross-section of our 
entire congregation. We had visitors who walked in or 
who were invited in by members. All of which says that 
we have a strong foundation upon which to build for the 
future. 
 

 While we did not take as many of our middle school 
youth to Confirmation Camp this year, those who went did 
sophisticated study of the four gospels and gave input about 
how to strengthen our confirmation instruction. A great 
group of high school youth (including rising ninth graders) 
took another mission trip to serve the poor of Appalachia. 
And, once again, we hosted several homeless families during 
the week of July 11-18. 
 

 During the month of August, I challenge you to ask 
the Holy Spirit to help you keep your eyes on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the model of the godly life. Think about Jesus as the 
image of the invisible God (Colossians 1), the one who  
forgives your sins and who fills you with the power of His 
endless life through Word and Sacrament. Begin to reflect 
upon what it might mean to follow the Lord Jesus more 

nearly in your daily life! 
 

 Be faithful in worship weekly. If you feel a greater 
need for quiet study and prayer, join us on Monday nights 
at 6 p.m. in the nave for Bible Study and Evening Prayer. If 
you know you are undisciplined in the study of God’s Word 
or don’t know how to begin, seriously consider signing up 
for the Crossways Bible Study that begins again after Labor 
Day (Wednesdays at 6pm and Thursdays at 10am). If you 
have been feeling empty or depressed, get outside of your-
self and serve someone in need (one suggestion would be to 
sit down for a long visit with an elderly person). Take time 
each day to read the daily lessons and psalms and use some 
of the classic prayer resources (listed on our website at 
stmatthewsch.org or in the front of the Lutheran Book of 
Worship). 
 

 One of the classic roles that have been associated 
with Lutheran pastors is what the Germans call “Seelesorge”  
(the care of souls). In a village or small-town setting, the 
pastor could walk from house to house keeping an eye on 
the lives of his parishioners. Of course, that kind of peripa-
tetic pastoral care isn’t possible in an increasingly regional 
congregation. So…you have to take some responsibility to 
ask for what you need. The downside of that is obvious. 
Many people don’t know how to ask or won’t ask for help! 
 

 You can help me care for your soul by asking me 
to visit with you. If you ask after worship, there’s a good 
chance it will slip my mind during the greeting of the 
next five people in line. So I am inviting you to schedule, 
by phone or e-mail, a time to visit. In addition to the sug-
gestions a couple of paragraphs above, you might dust 
off your copy of Luther’s Small Catechism, reading a 
portion each day during your prayer time. And, if you 
can’t find your catechism or don’t have one, just ask 
Cherry or Donna in the office! 
 

 Finally, I’m planning an adult Sunday school class 
that will first look at the creeds (the catholic or universal 
Christian side of Lutheranism) and then at the Augsburg 
Confession (the evangelical side of Lutheranism). My hope 
is to help participants think about Lutheranism as a confess-
ing movement within the whole Christian Church on 
earth…distinctively different from both Roman Catholics 
and Protestants and yet having much in common, too. 
 

 Don’t forget to pray for the men and women serv-
ing in the military, especially those in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
We owe them a debt of gratitude for their sacrifices! 
 

I love you, 
 

 
Pr. Sam Zumwalt, STS 
szumwalt@bellsouth.net 
www.societyholytrinity.org 
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We are in the final process of converting all congregational information over from our old database to the new ACS 
database.  As a result, we are also in the process of completing the new church directory.   
 

While going through our old computer records, we noted some errors including missing years for birthdates and  
anniversaries.  Some dates were missing for baptisms and confirmations, especially if these were performed at a 
member’s previous church.   
 

In an effort to make sure the information in our new database is complete, we are asking every household to fill out 
an information sheet and return it to the office.  Please make every effort to fill in all dates, and include the year.  
This information is considered confidential and will not be shared.    
 

The form is included with this newsletter that you can print off and fill in.  The form is also available on the website 
for online submittal, enclosed with the printed version of the newsletter, and additional forms available in the Commons.  
You may mail the form back or drop it by the office Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm.   
 

Please complete and return the form by August 31st.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Due to unfortunate circumstances, the Organ Concert by James Goettsche is cancelled. 
 

Mr. Goettsche is ill and has been hospitalized in Italy.  All his concerts dates for the United States have  
have been cancelled.  Arrangements are being made to refund money for tickets already purchased.  

�����������������

��������������������������������������	
����
���� �
�

The new flower chart will be in the Commons area during the month of August. 
 

Please sign-up for the special occasions you would like.   
                                   Contact Mary McSwain if you have any questions.   
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Thank you to everyone at St. Matthew’s for your prayers, thoughts and weekly comments about my left arm and 
whatever apparatus I might be wearing at the time.  I’m well, still recovering, and getting better everyday.  To quote 
one of my favorite authors P. D. James in her novel Death in Holy Orders “If we can’t praise God as He deserves, we 
can at least thank Him.”   I am thankful to God, Pastor Sam, and everyone at St. Matt’s for your prayers and thoughts.   
           Peace of the Lord to all, 
           Butch Ruefle  
 
 
 
Thank you all so much for the cards, emails, and prayers during the time that my dad, William Hirsch, was sick with 
cancer and following his death in June.  He and my mom were founding members of Grace Lutheran Church in  
Virginia and dad was the first president of the congregation 45 years ago!  We are very thankful for your support 
and we are comforted in the knowledge that he is in Heaven singing with the angels.  
           Barbara Christmas and Family  
 
 
 
Many thanks to all for your prayers for our grandson, Christopher Geisel.  He received a new kidney from his sister 
on June 16th.  Both Chris and his sister are recuperating in Tampa, Florida where the transplant took place.   
           William and Rita Knoll 
 
 
 
Dear Pastor Sam and our Dear Friends of St. Matthew’s, 
 We want to thank you for all the love, care, and concern shown to us at this very sad time.  Christopher was 
a very large part of our lives for his fifty-four years, and his loss is heartbreaking.  We love and thank all of you who 
attended his memorial service, the lovely reception by my Peace Circle, the calls, cards, flowers, meals and gifts in 
Chris’ memory.  Each and every thing was so very helpful, and we will never forget your kindness. 
           In Christian Love, 
           Joanne and Morris Johnson 
 
 
 
Dear St. Matthew’s Congregation, 
 Thank you fro everyone’s contribution to my Girl Scout project.  My project was a great success.  I completed 50 
bags and earned my Silver Award.  Thank you again! 
           Sincerely, 
           Courtney Floyd, Troop 226 
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We have sent 350 soup labels and box tops to the Lutheran Mission School in Arizona.   

We have sent labels for 17 years with a total of 25,400. 
 

Many thanks to you !! 

                     
                         Important Dates to Remember ������������������������������������������������������������������������ �
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All Day Movie Day - Wednesday, August 4th 
“G” and “PG” rated children’s movies all day starting at 10:30 a.m. 
 
Middle School In Town Mission Retreat - August 10th-August 14th 
There’s still time to sign up on the youth board.  Contact Nancy Magruder with any questions. 
 
High School Youth Fun Night - Friday, August 20th 
Check the Youth Board to sign-up and for details. 
 
New Disciples’ Class - Saturday, August 21st, 9 a.m.   
This class is for those that are new to the Lutheran church or new to Christianity, and for unconfirmed high school 
teens and adults.  Please register with Donna or Cherry in the office at stmattch@bellsouth.net or 791-4582.    
 
Middle School Youth Fun Night - Friday, August 27th 
Check the Youth Board to sign-up and for details. 
 
“Stock Holder” Dinner - Sunday, August 29th, 12:30 p.m. 
Mission trip presentation and dinner in McSwain for those who purchased “Stock”. 
 
LYO Retreat for High School Youth - September 10th-September 12th 
Youth from surrounding areas will meet at St. Matthew’s for a weekend of service and fellowship.  This event is for 
al1 high school youth and is sponsored by the Lutheran Youth Organization.  
 

Rally Day - Sunday, September 12th. 9:45 a.m. 
Rally Day Activities in the nave. 
 

New Member Orientation - Saturday, September 18th, 9 a.m. 
This class is for all confirmed Lutheran adults wishing to transfer membership to St. Matthew’s or returning to the 
Lutheran church, and adults that previously attended the New Disciples’ Class.  Please register with Donna or 
Cherry in the office at stmattch@bellsouth.net or 791-4582. 
 

St. Matthew’s Anniversary Weekend and Congregational Luncheon - September 18th-19th 
Kent Peterson, former Associate Pastor, will be the guest preacher at all services.  Congregational luncheon will be 
in McSwain following the 11:00 service.    �
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Stephen Ministry News: 
The Ministry of Listening—Part III 

 
Last May we began a three-part discussion of “listening,” one of the most powerful ministry tools used by our 
Stephen Ministers.   It demonstrates that the Stephen Minister cares about the care receiver.  As  a quick review, 
here again is the list of those six listening skills we have been writing about: 
 

      1.   Listening is active, 
      2.   Listening takes patience, 
      3.   Listening involves more than just words, 
      4.   Good listeners aren’t completely silent, 
      5.   Listening happens over time, and 
      6.   Listening is confidential. 
 
What does “listening happens over time” mean?  Our Stephen Ministers are taught that one conversation might 
build upon an earlier one.  As you listen over several conversations, are there any recurring themes or patterns in 
what the person has said?  Are there any contradictions from what was said earlier?  These are signs there may be more to 
explore underneath.   And what about “listening is confidential?”  Stephen Ministers are taught that maintaining confi-
dences is a great way to build trust and to show the person you really care for him or her.  Stephen Ministers maintain 
confidentiality and do not share with others what was told in private conversation. 
 
You too can become a more caring listener by understanding and applying these six listening concepts.  Join our 
Stephen Ministry team by applying now for the Fall 2010 training class.  Contact Pastor Sam (791-4582), Ana Maria 
Jackson (791-3262), or Bob Gatewood (686-9413) for more information about becoming a Stephen Minister. 
 

Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.  (Galatians 6:2). 

 
MARRIAGE IS A JOURNEY,  

NOT A DESTINATION! 
 

Do you service and tune up your vehicle?  
You can’t expect your marriage to perform well year after year, mile after mile without a tune up.  

 
 

A Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend is the best proactive “pit stop” you can give your marriage. 
 

For more information visit our website at www.GodLovesMarriage.org or call 800-235-1010. 
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MEMBERS 

Jane Brunt 
Tom Thompson 
Charlotte Harris 
John Geiger 
James Ammons 
Sara Schneider 
Elsie Cates 
Sheila Whitmeyer 
Aaron Penney 
Jayne Sanderson 
Diane Vickery 
Frank Fauser 
Melinda Knoerzer 

Jackie Davis 
Michael Vickery 
Danielle Bashaw 
Carl Larson 
Janet Somersett 
Betty Lauver 
Alexis Holzberger 
Terri Dearie 
Lisa Schaefer 
Harold Shelton, Jr. 
Jim Mees 
Earl Lindner 
Lucy Bost 

Dee and Ernie Young 
Wayne McDougald 
Misty Perry 
Florence Schorschinsky 
Barbara & James Clemmons  
Delayne Plante 
Hilde Tyson 
Ray Tyler 
Dean Weber 
Sonja Stroehl 
Charles Stanland 
Fred Getsinger 
Hilary Piper 

Steve Cottle 
Carol Comeskey 
Nate Holway 
Lynne Hughes 
Kay Thompson 
Christine Gatewood 
Walter and Mildred Schulz 
Nancy Heck 
Butch Ruefle 
Prue Hovis 
Kris Hall 
Frank Howard 

FRIENDS/FAMILY OF MEMBERS 

Noah Roberts 
Tammy Bryant 
John Fonger 
Edward Capalbo 
Sarah Mairs 
Christopher Geisel 
Heather Thornton 
Albert and Dee Smith 
Billy Macpherson 
Ernest Phillips 
Kevin McGorry 
Bobbie Clayton 
Brad Cook 
Alex Andron 
John Elisberg 
Robin Lamb 
Dennis Huser 
Pat Manning 

Seth Ewing 
Bertha Rankin 
Corey McDonald 
Cindy Fentress 
Hazel Viola 
Jimmie Robeson 
Trevor Penney 
Hansen Barrick 
Parker Brown 
Keith Peifer 
Pearl Wynne 
Becky Fox Ortyl 
Ann Milstead 
Janice Comeskey 
Margaret Evans 
Martin O’Neil 
Calvin Berg 
Darrin Jones 

Karen Brix 
Peggy Clemmons 
Katherine Gatewood 
Tom and Joella Hyne 
Joe Nobles 
Darlene McCullough 
Gary and Cindy Hogman 
Melissa Perkins 
Lois and Dayton Gates 
Kendrick Farmer 
Kierstan Wildeboer 
Joyce Beckwith 
Betty Portmann 
Rick Fritz 
Vic Lamb 
Lauren & Tom Wieme 
Richard Shivers 
The Kenner Family 

Michael O’Day 
Jerry Woodell 
Michael Durst 
Jere Strawn 
Jim Schmitz 
Daniel & Cathy Cox 
Zack Mayo 
Susan Descisciolo 
James Houser 
Sandra Chilcote 
Thomas McHugh 
Beth Brown 
Tracy Lawson 
Holly Gilliam 
Shirley Winter 
Michelle King 
Paul Shick 

REMEMBER OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 
Emma Brunjes, Barbara Cook, Helen Hauns, Betty Lauver, Dee & Ernie Young, Jane McDougald, Jo Kallenborn, Margaret Eller, 
Dorothy Weber, Bobby Seitter, Craig Phillips 

Christian Sympathy is extended to the Family of the following: 

Christopher Johnson 
Louise Heck 
Dawn Ivey 

Kenneth Brause 
Dave Swenson 
 

William L. Hirsch 
Melinda Schmitz 
 

Mozelle Howard 
Helen Buck 
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GIFTS 
To Honor and Remember 

June 23 through July 26 
 
HONOR OF CLARE ZUMWALT’S BIRTHDAY 
Pastor’s Disc. Fund Lucy Hieronymus 
Pastor’s Disc. Fund Nell McArver 
 
HONOR OF FRED AND RUTHANN GETSINGER 
Pastor’s Disc. Fund Nell McArver 
 
HONOR OF MARY GUERASSIO’S 91ST BIRTHDAY 
Pastor’s Disc. Fund Nell McArver 
 
HONOR OF AL & PEGGY BARR’S 68 TH WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY 
Pastor’s Disc. Fund Morris and Joanne Johnson 
 
HONOR OF JAMES HARSHBARGER 
Pastor’s Disc. Fund Morris and Joanne Johnson 
 
HONOR OF PETER KODER 
Pastor’s Disc. Fund Morris and Joanne Johnson 
Pastor’s Disc. Fund Nell McArver 
 
HONOR OF EDWARD MCDONOUGH 
Pastor’s Disc. Fund Morris and Joanne Johnson 
 
HONOR OF DALE AND DOROTHY BLADE 
Pastor’s Disc. Fund Morris and Joanne Johnson 
 
HONOR OF BOB AND HELEN STANSBURY 
Pastor’s Disc. Fund Morris and Joanne Johnson 
 
HONOR OF VERA WILSON 
Pastor’s Disc. Fund Nell McArver 
 
HONOR OF JOHN FRYE ON HIS BIRTHDAY 
Pastor’s Disc. Fund Nell McArver 
 
HONOR OF THE MARRIAGE OF MELISSA 
FUNKE AND CHRISTOPHER FLANAGAN 
Pastor’s Disc. Fund Ronald and Judith Funke 
 
MEMORY OF  KENNETH BRAUSE, BROTHER 
OF VIRGINIA PARISEK 
Pastor’s Disc. Fund Robert and Helen Stansbury 
Pastor’s Disc. Fund Morris and Joanne Johnson 
 
MEMORY OF SARAH  PRICE 
Pastor’s Disc. Fund Lucy Hieronymus 
 
 

MEMORY OF EMILY WADE  
Pastor’s Disc. Fund Lucy Hieronymus 
 
MEMORY OF CHRISTOPHER JOHNSON, SON 
OF MORRIS AND JOANN JOHNSON 
Pastor’s Disc. Fund Harry and Carol Comeskey 
Pastor’s Disc. Fund Lucy Hieronymus 
Pastor’s Disc. Fund Nell McArver 
Youth Fund Al and Peggy Barr 
Endowment Fund Robert & Helen Stansbury 
 
MEMORY OF SHELLEY McDONALD, GRAND-
DAUGHTER OF DALE AND DOROTHY BLADE 
Pastor’s Disc. Fund Lucy Hieronymus 
 
MEMORY OF PETER BANKERS, COUSIN OF 
ANDY VICS 
Emily Wade Fund David and Flavia Brock 
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COMMUNION ASSISTANTS  
Saturday: July 31- Gary and Kay Faircloth 
     7-   Carrie McDonough and Phil Bloedorn 
     14- Bill Fox and Jan Christine 
     21- Shirley Fischer and Jean Manley 
     28- Judi Funke and Kathy Bink 
Sunday: 
1 8:30 Terri Dearie, Linda Renzaglia,    
  Nancy Wells, Carolyn Hooker  
      11:00 Peyton Hughes, Lynn Hughes, 
  Robin Hueskes, Stan Brunt   
8 8:30 Zan and Jerry Bramley,    
  Lisa Hornick, Sandra Humphrey 
      11:00 Barbara Moore, Karin Cook,  
  Ellen James, Nancy Miller 
15 8:30   Mark and Cindy Prehar,   
  Nancy Magruder, Florence Schorschinsky  
      11:00 Robert Rabozzi, Jayne Sanderson, 
  Carol Comeskey, Danielle Bashaw  
22 8:30 Amy Bealle, Debbie Lariviere, 
  Marti and Frank Felter    
      11:00 Alan and Beverly Hunsberger,  
  Erin Miller, Kelly Stansbury 
29 8:30 Kathren and David Miller, 
  Ryan Allison, Kay Rose 
      11:00 Kristi Wade, Joel Peterson, 
  Nancy Heck, Melinda Knoerzer 
 

USHERS  
Saturday:  Peter Koder  
Sunday: 
1 8:30 Jerry and Zan Bramley 
      11:00 Lawrence Hughes  
8 8:30 Kathren and David Miller 
      11:00 Arthur Moore, Bill and Robert Perry   
15 8:30 Ryan Allison and Andy Rappold 
      11:00 John and Tyler Antonelli, Trevor Hornick  
22 8:30 Frank Gray and Bob Trapp 
      11:00 John Pollard, Tony Irenze 
29    8:30    Bill Rose and Gary Cummings 
     11:00     Happy and Jake Wade, Stan Brunt 
 

GREETERS 
  6:00 Nancy Fauser   
  8:30  Vivian Alexander, Elaine Brown, 
 Carolyn and Robert Hooker   
11:00  Marv and Marcie Schedler, Lynne and Lawrence Hughes   
 

ASSISTING MINISTERS  
1 8:30 Bethel Paris  
      11:00 Beverly Hunsberger   
8    8:30 Marti Felter 
      11:00    Riley Tucker  
15   8:30   Midge Piper 
      11:00     Suzanne Whitmarsh 
22   8:30   Gina Schiess 
      11:00  Danielle Bashaw  
29    8:30 Jerry Bramley 
      11:00 Linda Riesz 

Those Serving in August 2010 
ACOLYTES    
1     8:30    
     11:00  Matthew van der Wal       
8     8:30  
     11:00 Adrianna Mayberry, Robert Perry     
15   8:30 
     11:00 Bryan van der Wal, Robert Perry        
22   8:30     
     11:00    Preston Gourville, Robert Perry  
29   8:30 
     11:00    Bryan van der Wal, Robert Perry 
 

LECTORS     
Saturday: July 31- Joanne Johnson 
                  7-  Sophie Williams    
     14- Melissa Holzberger    
                 21- Vivian Alexander 
     28- Janet Tweedy            
Sunday: 
1      8:30 Becky Howard         
      11:00    Carol Comeskey              
8      8:30  Lynn Stemke     
      11:00   Nancy Miller       
15    8:30     Kathren Miller       
      11:00   Joel Peterson    
22    8:30    Judy Benson  
      11:00     Lynette Farmer 
29    8:30    Lisa Hornick 
      11:00 Barbara Moore 
 

ALTAR GUILD   
Saturday:  Nancy Fauser 
Sunday: 
1    Lea Shipman, Carol Chinn 
8    Cathy Aleksandravicius, Danielle Bashaw 
15  Jean Wooley, Carol Comeskey, Lynette Farmer 
22  Jane Brunt, Kristi Wade, Linda Renzaglia 
29  Margaret Ballantine, Midge Piper 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS   
1    Ray and Elizabeth Porter 
8     Carolyn & Robert Hooker, Earl & Pat Lindner 
15   Margaret Ballantine 
22   Kelly & Curt Stansbury, Dianne & Michael Vickery 
29   Sheila Whitmeyer, Hall & Plumley Families 
 

BUILDING  
Saturday:   Peter Koder 
Sunday Open:  TBA          
              Close:  TBA 
 

HOSPICE DINNER 
6    Margaret & Jim Ballentine, Judy Daniels 
20  Debbie Lariviere and girls 


